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2. TheWethod of claim 1, farther comprising the steps of: 

creating a filter for the selected object in response to user input, wherein the filter specifies a 
selection criteria to select objects to be contained within the selected object on the customised tree; 
and 

applying the filteA to create the customized tree with the selected object and the objects to be 
contained within the selected object 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the step of applying the filter further comprises the 
step of selecting objects from multiple parent objects. 

4. The method of apim 3, wherein the multiple parent objects are contained on 
multiple platforms, 

5. The method of claim 2, wherein if the objects to be selected by the filter change, the 
customized tree is automadcally updated to reflect the changed objects. 

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of modifying the customized 

tree. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the step of modifying further comprises the step of 
adding an object to the customized tree. 

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the step of modifying further comprises the step of 
removing an object of the customized tree. 

9. The method of claim 6 > wherein the step of modifying further comprises the step of 
copying an object into the customized tree. 

10. The method of claim 6, wherein the step of modifying further comprises the step of 
copying an object from a first position in the customized tree to a second position in the customized 
tree. 
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11 - I The method of claim 6, wherein the step of modifying further comprises the step of 
removing the, customised tree. 

12. \The method of claim 6, wherein the step of modifying further comprises the step of 
changing an object. 

13- The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of using the customized tree to 
simultaneously perform an action on multiple objects contained in the customized tree. 

14. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of restricting access to the 
customized tree. 

15. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of enabling customization of 
labels for objects in the\customrzcd tree. 

16. The method of claim 15, wherein each label distinguishes between different objects 
of a similar type. 

17. The methodAof claim 15, wherein each label is an indicator of a filter. 

18. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of providing graphical user 
interfaces for creating the customized tree and wherein the user input is received from one or more 
graphical user interfaces. 

19. The method of claim 1, wherein the customized tree contains a subset of the objects 
of the original tree. 

20. The method of claim 1, wherein the objects of the customized tree are organized in a 
user-specified manner. 

21. The method of claim l,yurther comprising the step of creating multiple customized 

trees. 
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22. (TWICE AMENDED) An apparatus for creating a customized tree in a computer, 
the apparatus comprisin 5: 

a computer having a data storage device connected thereto, wherein the data storage device 
stores objects contained in a original tree; and 

one or more computer programs for sdecting aa object on the original tree to be contained 
in me customized tree in jJesponse to user input, wherein the one or more objects are located in 
disparate places across different branches of the original tree, and linking the selected objects from 
the disparate places in the customized tree in a user-specified manner. 

23. The. apparatus of claim 22, further comprising: 

means for creating a plter for the selected object in response to user input, wherein the filter 
specifies a selection mitron to select objects to be contained within the selected object on the 
customized tree; and 

means for applying the filter to create the customized tree with the selected object and the 
objects to be contained within the selected object, 

24. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein the means for applying the filter further 
comprises the means for selecting objects from multiple parent objects. 

25. The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the multiple parent objects are contained on 
multiple platforms. 

26. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein if the objects to be selected by the filter change, 
the custe*mized tree is autornatically^updated to reflect the changed objects. 

27. The apparatus of claim 22, further comprising means for modifying the customized 

tree. 



28. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the means for modifying further comprises 
means for adding an object to the customized tree. 
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29. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the means for modifying further comprises 
means fot removing in object of the customized tree. 

30. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the means for modifying further comprises 
means for copying an object into the customized tree. 



31. The 
means for copying 
customized tree 



apparatus of claim 27, wherein the means for modifying further comprises 
an object from a first position in the customized tree to a second position in the 



32. Th< 
means for removin * 



apparatus of claim 27, wherein the means for modifying further comprises 
che customized tree. 



33. The 
means for changing 



34. The 



apparatus of claim 27, wherein the means for modifying further comprises 
an object. 



apparatus of claim 22, further comprising m^ms for using the customized tree 



to simultaneously perform an action on multiple objects contained in die customized tree. 



35. The 
customized tree. 



apparatus of claim 22, further comprising means for restricting access to the 



36. The i pparatus of claim 22, further comprising means for enabling customization of 
labels for objects in the customized tree. 



37. The i 
of a similar type. 



apparatus of claim 36, wherein each label distinguishes between different objects 



38. The apparatus of claim 36, wherein each label is an indicator of a filter. 
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39. The apparatus of claim 22, farther comprising means for providing graphical user 
interfaces for creating the customized tree and wherein the user input is received from one or more 
graphical user interfaces. 

40. T/he apparatus of claim 22, wherein the customized tree contains a subset of the 
objects of the original tree. 

41. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the objects of the customized tree are organized 
in a usex-specifi id manner. 

42. The apparatus of claim 22, further comprising means for creating multiple 
customized tree- i. 

43. (|*WICE AMENDED) An article of manufacture comprising a computer program 
carder readable by a computet and embodying one or more instructions executable by the computer 

/ to perform method steps for creating a customized tree from a original tree containing objects from 

a data storage device connected to the computer, the method comprising the steps of: 

selecting one or more objects on the original tree to be contained in the customized tree in 
response to user input, wherein the one or more objects are located in disparate places across 



different branches Jof the original tree; and; 
I 

Unking the selected objects from the disparate places in the customized tree in a user- 
specified manner. 

44. The 'article of manufacture of claim 43, further comprising the steps of: 

I 

creating a filter for the selected object in response to user input, wherein die filter specifies a 
selection criteria to select objects to be contained within the selected object on the customized tree; 
and I 

applying the filter to create the customized tree with the selected object and the objects to be 
contained within the selected object 
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45. The article of manufacture of claim 44, wherein the step of applying the filter further 
comprises the step of s decting objects from multiple parent objects. 



46. The 
contained on multiple 



article 



of manufacture of claim 45, wherein the multiple parent objects are 
platforms. 



47. The article of manufacture of claim 44, wherein if rhc objects to be selected by the 
filter change, the customized tree is automatically updated to reflect the changed objects. 



48. The: 
customized tree. 



article of manufa cture of claim 43, further comprising the step of modifying the 



49. The arti de of manufacture of claim 4B, wherein the step of modifying further 
comprises the step of adding an object to the customized tree. 

50. The article of manufacture of claim 48, wherein the step of modifying further 
comprises the step of removing an object of the customized tree. 



51. The article of manufacture of claim 48, wherein the step of modifying further 
comprises the step of copying an object into the customized tree. 

. I 

52. The article of manufacture of claim 48, wherein the step of modifying further 

\ 

comprises the step of copying an object from a first position in the customized tree to a second 

position in the customized tree. 

} 

H 

53. The article of manufacture of claim 48, wherein the step of modifying further 
comprises the step of removing the customized tree. 

54. The article of manufacture of claim 48, wherein the step of modifying further 
comprises the step of changing an object 



V 
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55. The artuzle of manufacture of claim 43, further comprising the step of using the 
customised tree to simu taneously perform an action on multiple objects contained in the 
customised tree. 

56. The arti le of manufacture of claim 43, further comprising the step of restricting 
access to the customize I tree. 



57. The ample 
customisation of labels 



of manufacture of claim 43, further comprising the step of enabling 
for objects in the customi2ed tree. 



58. The axti&e 
different objects of a sitfriil* 



of manufacture of claim 57, wherein each label distinguishes between 
ttype. 



59. The artic le of manufacture of claim 57, wherein each label is an indicator of a filter. 

60. The artic e of manufacture of claim 43, further comprising the step of providing 
;or creating the customised tree and wherein the user input is received from 
eri 



graphical user interfaces 



one or more graphical user interfaces. 



61 . The article fof manufacture of claim 43, wherein the customized tree contains a 
subset of the objects of theloiaginal tree. 

62. The article of manufacture of claim 43, wherein the objects of the customized tree 
ate organised in a user-specified manner. 

63. The article of manufacture of claim 43, further comprising the step of creating 
multiple customized trees. 



64. A method of creating a customised tree in a computer from a original tree coniaining 
objects from a data storage device connected to the computer, the method comprising: 
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selecting one or more objects on the original tree to be contained in the customized tree in 
response to user input; 

creating a alter for the selected object in response to user input, wherein the filter comprises 
user specified filter criteria, a user specified comparator operator, and a user-specified comparison 
value, wherein the user-specified comparator operator specifies how the user-specified filter criteria 
is compared with the user-specified comparison value, to determine objects to be contained within 
the selected object on die customized tree: 

applying the filtjer to create the customized tree with the selected object and the objects to be 
contained within the selected object; and 

linking the selected objects in a user-specified manner. 



65. The method of claim 64, wherein the step of applying the filter further comprises 



selecting objects from 



66. The 
the customized tree is 



multiple parent objects. 



method 



of glfli™ 64, wherein if the objects to be selected by the filter change, 
automatically updated to reflect the changed objects. 



67. The method of claim 64, further comprising modifying the customized tree. 

68, The method of claim 67, wherein the modifying comprises adding an object to the 
customized tree. 

69- The method of claim 67, wherein the modifying comprises removing an object of 
the customized tree. 



70. The method of claim 67, wherein the moctifying comprises copying an object into 
the customized tree. j 

71. The method of claim 67 y wherein the modifying comprises copying an object from a 
first position in the customized tree to a second position in the customized tree. 
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72. The method of daim 67, wherein the modifying comprises removing me customized 



tree. 



73. The method of claim 67, wherein the modifying comprises changing an object. 

74. The method of claim 64, further comprising using the customized tree to 
simultaneously perform an action on multiple objects contained in the customized tree. 

75. The method/of claim 64, furmer comprising restricting access to the customized tree. 

76. The method of Haim 64, further comprising enabling customization of labels for 
objects in the customized tree. 

/ 

77. The method of claim 64, further comprising providing graphical user interfaces for 
creating the customized tree and wherein the user input is received from one or more graphical user 
interfaces. 



78- An apparatus for creating a customized tree in a computer, the apparatus comprising: 

a computer having a data storage device connected thereto, wherein the data storage device 
stores objects contained in an original tree; 

one or more computer programs, executed by the computer, for selecting an object on the 
original tree to be contained in the customized tree in response to user input; 

one or more^computer programs, executed by the computer, for creating a filter for the 
selected object in response to user input, wherein the filter comprises user specified filter criteria, a 
user specified comparator operator, and a user-specified comparison value, wherein the user- 
specified comparator operator specifies how the user-specified filter criteria is compared with the 
user-specified comparison value* to determine objects to be contained within the selected object on 

the customized tree; 

\ 

one or more computer programs, executed by the computer, for applying the filter to create 
the customized tree with the selected object and the objects to be contained within the selected 
object; and 
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one or more computer piograms, executed by the computer, for linking the selected objects 
in a user-specified manner; 

79. The apparatus of claim 78, wherein the one or more computer programs for 
applying the filter are configured to select the objects from multiple parent objects. 



80. The apparatus of claim 78, wherein if the objects to be selected by the filter change, 
the customized tree is/automatically updated to reflect the changed objects. 

81 . They4pparatus of claim 78, further comprising one or more computer programs for 
modifying the customized tree. 



/ 



82, The apparatus of claim 81, wherein the one or more computer programs for 
modifying are configured to add an object to the customised tree. 

83, / The apparatus of claim 81 , wherein the one or more computer programs for 
modifying axef configured to remove an object of the customized tree. 

84, / The apparatus of claim 81, wherein the one or more computer programs for 
modifying ace configured to copy an object into the customized tree. 

8s/ The apparatus of claim 81, wherein the one or more computer programs for 
modifying are configured to copy an object from a first position in the customized tree to a second 
position in the customised tree. 

/ 

86. The apparatus of claim 81, wherein one or more computer programs for modifying 

/ 

are configured to remove the customized tree. 

87. The apparatus of claim 81, wherein one or more computer programs for modifying 
are configured to change an object. 
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88. The apparatus of rj*\try 78, further comprising one or more computer programs for 
using th«» customized tree to simultaneously perfo rm an action on multiple objects contained in the 
customized tree. 



89. The apparatus of claim 78, further comprising one or more computer programs for 

90. The apparatus of ckim 78, further comprising one or more computer programs for 
enabling customization of labels for objects in the customized tree. 



91. 



The apparatus of claim 78, further comprising one or more computer programs for 



providing graphical us^r interfaces for creating the customized tree and wherein the user input is 
received from one or more graphical user interfaces. 



92. 



3^mc 



An article of manufacture comprising a computer program carrier readable by a 
computer and embodying one or more kistructions executable by the computer to perform a 
method for creatine a customized tree from an original tree contairiing objects from a data storage 
device connected do the computer, the method comprising: 

selecting ocat or more objects on the original tree to be contained in the customized tree in 
response to user input; 

creating a filter for the selected object in response to user input, wherein the filter comprises 
user specified filter criteria, a user specified comparator operator, and a user-specified comparison 
value, wherein the user-specified comparator operator specifies how the user-specified filter criteria 
is compared with the user-specified comparison value, to detennine objects to be contained within 
the selected object on the customized tree; 

applying the filter to create the rastornized tree with the selected object and the objects to be 

. ! 

contained within the selected object; and 



linking 



93. 



the selected objects in a user-specified manner. 



The article of manufacture of claim 92, wherein applying the filter comprises 



selecting objects from multiple parent objects. 
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94. The article of manufacture of claim 92, wherein if the objects to be selected by the 
filter change, the customized tree is automatically updated to reflect the changed objects. 

95. The article of manufacture p^daim 92, wherein the method further comprises 
modifying the customised tree. 

96. The article of manufacture of claim 95, wherein ihe modifying comprises adding an 
object to the customized tree. 

97. The article of manufacture of claim 95, wherein the modifying comprises removing 
an object of the customized tree. 

/ 

98. The article oy manufacture of claim 95, wherein the modifying comprises copying an 
object into the customised pee. 

99. The article of manufacture of claim 95, wherein the modifying comprises copying an 
object from a first position in the customized tree to a second position in the customized tree. 

100. The ar^cle of manufacture of claim 95, wherein the modifying comprises removing 
the customized tree. 

101- The article of manufacture of claim 95, wherein the modifying comprises changing 
an object. 

102. The article of manufacture of claim 92, wherein the method further comprises using 
the customized/txee to simultaneously perform an action on multiple objects contained in the 
customized tree. 

103. j The article of manufacture of claim 92, wherein the method further comprises 
restricting access to the oistomized tree. 
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104. The article of manufacture of claim 92, wherein the method further comprises 
enabling customization of labels for objects in the customized tree. 



& 



105. The article of manufacture of claim 92, wherein die method further comprises 
providing graphical user interfaces/tor creating the customized tree and wherein the user input is 
received from one or more graphical user interfaces. 
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